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'Eorly se’rbock leﬁ
the band deflated!

HEFLEY Crickat Club was formed ot a

maating in the Block Bul Inn on 21
July 1871 mokes if fha oldest
tporting orponisation in the villoga

‘W are tokd that Mr Kaye Armitage - o local
mill Mm-;ﬂl{ﬂlpmlmﬂn:ﬁw
part in the club’s lormation’,

It s eventnally resolved thai: "We have a
Crickei Clab 1o be called The Sheploy
Cricket Club snd that we have the Laithe
Croft of Mr Semior’s pabject to conditions
named and the renl o be L5, 3 year pakd in
wihvance.'

Shepley's first HO) was on Lane Head Rond,
miljacent 1o where Clilfe House was il

In its earky days, the club aluo played ot Siag
Feelds (167169 Abbey Road) — which
hosted soccer and ruglhy malches too.

S ka?'nj thetr first profesional
lnyer in 1874, A cricketer by the name of
R Crooks received 35/ per week for his

perviceL

Thioy 1 the | B, the club took par in

friendly maiches

Thin early period also witnessed “workshop

cricket’ -where local firma would challenge

each oller on the erschet feld (20 overs a

side, two overs per player except for the

stumper, and the copvention was that the

lotimg team bought the winner a

pee-and-pesi sipper)

We are alvo tokd thal Shepley had & women's

X1 i thin perfod.

In 1838 Shepley Cricket Club recerved o
their first ground.

nE Lo beve

m forced the club to fold — temporarily a1
Happily, i re-formed fairly mmy and played
far two or three season on land adjacent to

the ol Stag Inn, oll “The Knowle"

In and asound |59, the club moved to its
1 wite — Marth Lm:'l'hupwndm
brewery.

t0 the club by the local
Shepley were Late starters 20 fir as league
competition was conogrmed.
The club did ot taks part in the rush 1o
1!1: firit wave of leagues that were i In
carly |E9n

Hmw:t. one Shepley side did have an

tasie of competitive cricket.
ﬂhblll.'lh Mew Connevion O were

ghyin: in the Huddersfield & District Junior

rickel Alllance in 1594

By 1900 the club had succambed 1o the

competitive iurge and emiered & team in the

| Dearne Valley e

That }tn.r s the club win the Dearme Valley

D_I'I.Ilutu Shephey nqued —and officinly — which clinched T champloeahip in 1012

League ‘A Group' Championship.
Tm 19 the chub moved to play in the
Huddersfield Combinatien League
The year 1901 alio waw o st cup fnal
appearance
Lepton were I'hr o
Combination Cap
Aller being dumuud for H-I:I the Shepley
attack tore intoe the Hi " batiing,
leaving them M-T,
A 1 this point, news wes sent back to the
akm . ::l-; nlhu:ham 13;1“?:?&;11
ol peom, ey
Brass Band (0 set off (o meet the victonous
leam on iy way home!
But, as the bandsmen reached Stons Wood
Bottom, news that on had milied to win
by one wicket them — and they
haatily returned homel
By 1906 Shepley were back in the Desrpe
Valley League

nents in & low-scoring

wmm‘geu?n Iﬂllnndlé‘mipln 1913
scooped ombination — and
also finjshed second in lh::l'llmi'lll'lmhz'l

In 1925 5 1h-rpl?' ns championa of the
Huddersfield mﬂﬁ;u.und reachid the

fmal of the Tinker Cup.

& replaced Frinrmere when they joined
"h:?{uddﬁ'lﬁ:ld & District Leugue m 1933,
nndd i 1951 w local ux:‘:;}mlum
‘Druring recend years (c mee at
 deal of hard wr:l;tnd endenvour into 'IJ'II:F
fml, which may be regarded as a credit 1o
the Lengue

She, went through a lean period during
the | and 19508, having to apply for
re-glection b0 the league

The leading figure during thess dark times
wiis Leonard Hattye, whose enthusinam was
vital in keeping Shepley alive. He introduced,
and ran, both the ground impoovement
scheme and the forecast draw which placed
the chub on & sound financial footing.
Iniilﬁl:lm:mymmulh!mlhc
pavilion and at the same time work also
began on new Lodket facilities

The effect memed to be immedinte. s in 1962
the chib scooped the F E Cireenwood ground
improvement troplny.

In 1966 ¢ won the Hinchelilfe Cup as
championa of ion B, and also the
Schweppes Cup, based on the 2nd X1’

mmmwmmum
tedoved Shepley club allve during She dark days of
ha 19408 ard S0s.

performance disring ihe last six matches of
the sammer

A contract was s for the ie of the
Marsh Lane field hold in 1967, Two years
later, in 1969, the title deeds of the ground
mﬂumulhhwhdmrbyhm
president Al Lodge.

Shepley celehrated thiar Centenary i 1971
and also opened their new tea pon

Mer an amazing run, Shepley were
defeated by Broad ODak in the final of
the 19TE Sykes Cup

Thiee years later, m 1981, South African MNeil
Jurgensen bocame the batasan for seven
yeart (o score over |, 000 runs i scason,
also entered the Heavy
Waallen Cup competition for the first time

Indfian superstar Sanil Gavaskar brought an |
International X1 1o ¥ in I'H:! In play |
|

st 1 Huddersfield
it Match.

And loday, Manh Lane stands s one of the
mot aiiractive vehes on e bocal cricker
circuil




