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AROUND
THE
WICKET

with historian

Peter Davies

OUMHARTH CC — whose club crest

features a stog's heod — was
foundad on May 5, 1850 and the first
maafings i hald fook ploce In the Crown
Hotal, thare ks olso a school of
thaught which puts this date os 1880
Acconding to 'K ‘|'|'|.'I'|-mr| Hauats', &
regulur feature in the Huddersfiold Evainer,
the chib was a2 one time koown ms Holmfirth
Temperance Crickst Club and played al
Crown Bottom.
A pround al "HIll' was also wed befome a
move fo the carment ground in 18582
Inn this pericd we are 1ok that committes
members had to send their apologies 1o
meetings - otherwise they were fined - and

that unauthorised playing on the
erichet field could be fined one shilling per
ircadent

But the most interesting rales were these: "No
L e L S
o i ¥, any mem E
mmhﬁnng:fmdmmi‘mmh
odfence... IT any member appear intoxicated
on the oricket ground or in the mesting room
or comduct hamsell in & disorderly manner, he
shall be fined For the first offence L, for the
second offence 206, for the third offence &,
|r'ni for the foerih offence he shall be

Amu.nd 1201 years ago, the clab hosted a
visiting sde which contained two
Yorkahine and England stars and five other
players who had represented the county.
They were part of the United North of

;';. nd X1 which met “XXI1 of Holmfirth' in [

. The "Unsted Mornk' was one ol o
mumber of celebrated professional elevens
ahich tored the country between the 1840
and the end of the 1830
Howarver, as the Nuddersfield Examiner
explairsed: ‘It could hardly be waid that the
Umited MNorth were well representod, a
several well knowr performern were
absentess’. The kocals were not discournged
and ‘the sttendance on this cocasion was
e d

o milage Br in
the 1888 Lumb Cuap semi-final, a
coy ial decision was given in favour of a
Holmfink player

This caused some of Armitnge Bridge’s female

| m attack the player in question
FL{ umbeellas and run him EII the feld!
anu-mb the incident did not dampen the

Holmfirth resodve, and they
pw:ulbc[’mdhw the sscond year
in competition wia

Alter the first Byrom Shicld trivmph n 1897,
a "Holmiirth Cricketers Anthem’ was writien
amd dedicated o Mr A il.ohmm the Iat X1
captain. The first verse went aa follows:
i all pe folks in Holmfirgs Town,

Juse garher round me while T oel]

The story which har broupht remoen

To all wha fove owur district well

Tl:: 1910 }lmuﬂ'ﬂﬂdtﬂhmhj‘fm
Shickd was decided by
nud:chhgtm“ﬂ'h:‘l.l‘h‘l‘hlmd ]
wa pliyed st Paddock

L mhmmmthMHmm1ﬁ1_m

7 RURAL IBTLL: Hotrrfirth's Bridgs Fold ground in pecharssyes winbs snow

Horace Hawloowarth, remembened thas:
“Gialear batted fient and scored abowt 120 1o
130 runs. Holmfirth wor the match with the
last two batsmen in, A. Robinson { i
amd Frod Sandford, elder brother of
Sanilford...Sam Fletcher, the Crolcar
neatly beat us in that memorable final with
hids spin bowling. . what o game, what a
wdnly

me, members of the Holmfirth
dub uf'b make n hﬁ:—hﬁdnad gesture
to a group of supporters who spent mont
af the season complaning about the team
Thumu—m proup of hamd-lo-

[ans waa known as Ciram

Committee'. In lmemlm of their efloris a
"Girumbler's struck for each of

lhn:l
qp;]_ m.ud.l.l:l Iﬂ]!;llh_‘fl L\inndnn
struck in ] and TS
foundry in Holmirih, onghon
were then gilded by Mr J R Hodgley, set
:;hguwnnd:b:rim attye and presenbed

Phryllis Ta Nellis
and

Robinson, to come forward, along with
Homoe Hawlkeworth wbu, a8 @ | 2-year-old,

j

roofts

mblers!

Lennard Sandford died of wounds m the
Number 30 Genoral Hospital, Garmias, 'on
Moaday 18 Seplember 1916

He was one of the pre-1914 Holmfirth ;pl.u}th
and 10 somes fans he had seemed 10 be ‘among
the immortalk’

Tha club :mpnl its fir share of slverware
kn the 1930s and 1940

In 1950, the peneral committee of Holmiirih

Cricket Cluly discussed v

rule amendmenis which secmn incredible today.

‘Lawe 65 ( XXTI): The sis-ball ever shall be in
jom in all games under ihe jurisdiction

the Hudda & Dist. Cracloet League. The
management commitics shall have power 1o
make necemary alteratiom [or occasional

‘Law 63 {XXV): No Ind team matches shall
be played on either Satunday during
Huddersfield Textile Weel
boe Lt 1550w mnd carty 19708 ws &
vimage period for the Holmfirth Club
In 1945 the 15t X1 won the Bymom Shield and
Szcu Cup double and the Ind X1 won
on A of the Hodderslield & Dhistrict

%

I?Ulhc!n!l’.l wnmsnuu
Cup o 1o 1971 the Ist X1
n:uu!huﬂdluﬂlhlﬂdmw

Smmﬁml:..ﬂ.ndmlﬂlth:hdxlm
lhe!hdm.ﬁ.lllklrm.mduhdld the

Even in mid-wintes, some crcketen like 1o
dusi off their whites and get oul into Lhe

middle the tradition st Holmiirth of
an wnoual festive Mxtere aguinst Del
m.llmnlmdwm ndinl.
pecial tournameni al B

IN" I’uquml'p the side representing Ih:
Cricketers Arma, Deanhouse,

won oul oo the

Unfortunstely, like many other local ericket
clubs, Holmdisth huse fallen victimn 1o
erind bess

In 2004 the Holmferth CC marchday
revealed that two club officials
caught two graffiti vandals red-handed!
® Readery are askod 1o contact Peter Danies
oénﬂ;lw"m or wia pj. dnml:::r.hw nc.uk
irt any more pholos of information
relating 1o bocal ericket history.
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