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FRIEND ALLSOP

The name of Friend Allsop is closely linked with the
Cumberworth community and, in particular, with its
cricket club. Apart from a short spell with Shepley when
they were in the Huddersfield Central League, most of his
playing days were spent with his village club.
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Since 1953 his name has been associated with the
Allsop Cup, presented in his memory by Cumberworth
United, which is presented to the winners of the Central

League 1% XI knockout competition.

The citation on the cup states that the intention was, ‘To
perpetuate the memory of a great sportsman. ’

The following reflections on him are summarised form
remarks made in a history of Cumberworth, Camp of the
Cumbrians, written by A. Tarbatt and published in 1980.

Friend’s prowess at cricket was evident from an early age
because it is reported that, when at Denby Dale Council
School, ‘Friend made his fifties when other boys were
pleased to make their tens.” From his earliest years as a
player he was able to play strokes all round the wicket
and it was stated that his defence was like a barn door.
Pulls and swings to leg came easily to him and the hitting
of sixes when the opportunity arose seemed effortless.
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He was very much a team player and sympathetic to
those with lesser skKills.

Sacrificing his wicket to let others have a knock was not
unknown when the situation in the game permitted it. The
decision of the umpire was never questioned.

The 1933 and 1934 seasons saw heavy run- scoring in
all games.

In 1933 he totalled 1,070 runs at an average of 59.40 and
he continued his heavy scoring in the following year by
making 1,015 runs, this time averaging 67.66 per innings.

While building his own house, it was alleged that the
regular collections he earned for his batting feats in
particular were of great help to him in settling bills.
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In the book by Tarbatt, we also get a fuller picture of
Friend Allsop’s character and he was far from being a
one-dimensional figure only recognised for feats on local
cricket fields, significant though those were.

We learn that he was very sensitive to injustice of any
kind and often felt despair at how others sometimes
conducted themselves. He was ‘a keen nature and
garden lover and attended WEA classes and, for a

considerable period, he was a member of a local Male
Voice Choir. He was also an accomplished billiards

player.

In these days of high-profile sportsmen and women who
dominate the mass media, it is good to reflect on the
lasting impact that a skilled local figure had in his
community during his playing days and which he
continues to have thanks largely to the cup donated in his
memory on his death in 1952 at a relatively young age.
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KEN SMITH

One of the oldest surviving former playing members of
the Club is Ken Smith. Apart from active service in World
War 2, he has been a lifelong resident of the village and

to this day takes a keen interest in the fortunes of the

team and loves talking about cricket.
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He joined the Club as a junior in 1932 and when he got a
place in the senior team he vividly recalls playing with
Friend Allsop, indeed opening the batting with him on
many occasions. Large numbers would come to watch

this prolific village batsman and he recalled a game
against Penistone Netherfield when he ran Friend out. He
says he remembers being close to tears and the
spectators being disappointed at not seeing Allsop bat for
longer.

He played his last game in 1973 but still looks back with
pleasure on the happy memories he had from his days
on the field playing for his local village and tries
whenever possible to get to an occasional game.
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ARTHUR HORN
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Arthur Horn featured prominently in Cumberworth
cricket up to the 1960s. In 1933 he won the League
bowling prize, taking 34 wickets at an average of
7.5.
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PHIL SENIOR
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Current Club secretary Phil Senior played a major
role in securing financial support for the new
pavilion. He also plays a major administrative role
at League level.

We would like to thank Phil for his invaluable help
as we have researched and prepared this
Exhibition. Thanks Phil!
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NIGEL SENIOR

Nigel Senior was Club chairman during the pavilion-

rebuilding effort.
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MARTIN KILNER

In 1998 Martin Kilner was captain of the 1% XI side
which won the Allsop Cup. Three years later, in
2001, he landed the man of the match award as

Cumberworth were again victorious in the Allsop

Cup final.
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