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OCAL cricket historian Andrew
Hardcastle refers to a team in
in 1855, There ls alio

mention of a ¢ between
+ .I.I'N?l'.l'lllh I 1852,

According to castle, 5
opened a new ground [n 1869, “more
qﬂnm and hﬂ“tﬁ adapted to the
game” with o match agaimt SBCL

It is not clear whether any of these
early Sowethy teama became ‘Sowerby
L1 C.C" wt a later date. All we
can safely say ks that criclet was
played in the wil at some point in
the later nineteenth cenfury.

Around the tum of the century we
come across & Sowerby Divislon
L *, though nio sign of Sowertry
St Peter's CC.

Thie earbiest recoed of the club’s
existenice i3 a fixture card, dated 1904,
which s currently on display in the
club's pavilion. In this period there
was abio another beam in Sowerby -
S Georges

The fixture card from 1904 shows
that the club's president was the Vicar
of 5. Peter's Church, the Reverend
John Walker MA.

The chunch had a central role in
the community and being abile to
play for the vi ericket teamn made
memberhip of the congregation an
added attraction

At this time, whist drives and beetle
drives held in the school hall across
the road from the chunch provided
much needed funds for the cricket
club. Another major source of money
was collecting and seiling old news-

pa
mng the Second Word War,

Focus on - Sowerby St Peters CC
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aints extend th
hand of friendshi

when the War Dffice requisitioned
Sowerby Bridge cricket ground for use
a3 an army detention centre, the St
Peters club showed true wartime spirit
by taking in thedr homeless rivals for
the rest of the war and bevond.

Thiey also fssused a joint member-
ship card

Sowerhy St Peters were a force o
be peckoned with in the post-war
decades

And in 1983 the fing XI crowmed
one of the greatest years in theie his
tory by winning the Parish Cup for
the second year unning.

Today, St Peters Avenue bs a top-
class local league ground. A viskting
fan comments: Excellent Lacilities,
good atmosphere and great for chil-
dren. A traditional ground with a nice
amblence.’
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Oreahest mosTeent: 1724 - wrming o
Pt Cup for e first e

Lol heero: Donsi oy eresshul o
12in of the 19508 and Cul Salwarl
Bizamme fack: I dey gore by thein wens
lertrerend i for Fmariont an the ground B
=ep thel grass whort, Ol ool remem
b PanAng 1o Cear LD e droppngs from
T wiciint Derfore play ooulkd Commence!




