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Focus on - Sowerby Bridge CC

Bridge no longer

taking prisoners!

set of ‘rnies’ exists that was
adopted
Cricket Cub on 26
1852, at what appears to be
wduh’s inaugural general

This club played at White
Windows and was dishanded
some time before the current
Sowertry Bridge CC was formed.

Rule 6 = fied that ‘any
Gentleman ring 1o join this
club, shall communicate his
inmtention in writing,” 8o member-
ship was clearly restricted to
those of higher social status.

In the period between this club 55
being disbanded and the forma-
tion of the current Sowerby
Bridge CC, cricket retained a 8
strong presence in the town.

T;:esrunrnt club was formed in
1877 and eventually moved to
the Walton Strect 4

It was stated, In the ‘History of
Sowerhy Bridge Cricket Club,’
published in 1925, that: “In the B8
carly years...a heavy roller was
purchased From Mr  Albert
Siddall, Engineer, and although
this roller has since been many
times it is yet ong of the
most wseful articles under the
heading of ‘ground tackle.'

The club purchased its Walton
Street ground in 1936, The origl-
nal scorebhox was erected two
vears carlier, in 1934,

During the Second World War,
Walton - Street was wsed by the
War Office as a detention barracks
of prisoner-of-war camp.

One barracks official nemem-
bers: The ground sell was tar-
maced for a parade ground, and
two mills on either side of the
entrance housed the gym, work-
shop, s!:'f.'pin‘g quarters  and
sergeant’s mess’,

Approximately 200 soldlers
were held there, One mnminﬁ
one of them broke away an
swam  across the river and
escaped. Someone went after him

Blast from the past: the Sowerby Bridge first team in 1980

Bridge over troubled waters: Sowerby Bridge’s Walton Street ground is flooded in 1992

and caught up with him at the

Friendly publ
As such, the club had to find

an alternative venue for fts
wartiine fixtunes, and 5o it lodged

temporarily at Sowerby 5t Peters
cc.

Because of the ' of the
two clubs between 1939 and
1945, some Sowerby Bridge play-
s swltched to the St Peters club
and vice-versa,

For the dumation of 24 vears,
between 1961 and 1984, Sowerhy
Bridge competed in the Central
Yorkshire League,

Owver the decades, Walton Street
has suffered its fair share of natu-

ral disasters — inchy fire and
floods — but Sowerby Bridge
remainy ong of the st and

most distinguished clubs in the
A,
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