ITWAS in the 1hin, we are told,
that cricket was flrst played in
Batley, The probability is that, in
same form, ericket reared it
hand much mriler

e key date (o tha
of ericket in Batley waa 1863,
when an All Englans X1 visiied
Batley anid beal the homs side by
Erum

This sporting spectacs woild
have ncreased intarest In the
smhryonic gamme. 1 la mo colncl
dence that a year later, Datlsy
Crickel Cliub was Bunded as e
oempor to Prines of Walm CC,

By 1880 the club had st up
hunze &t Mount Flossant, and
hean jatned by other local sports:
man, including rughy players
whao had sei ap Batloy RFC -
later io become know is The
Gallant Youiha

When In May 1M the United
South of England X1 played
agaknst 20 of Ratley atud Distric],
he visttors inclsbed the great W
GOram.

Thet mndch was pilayed in fromt
af aroind 4,600 bo 5,600 peapls.
Grnce scorm] 4 and 40 as the local
Hwenn by 11 wickets.

Two ypears after the United
South of England visit, Batlay
tonk on the A

The Australlan sbde was for
midable, and included the
demaon (ast bowler Fred §
forth

FRST CLASS

o Sepiember 17, 10, Mo
Pleassnt hosbed its first and last
firnt-clans Mxture, between T
Enumeii’s X1 v R G Barlerw's X1

In i parly yesew of the Heavy
Woollen Cup, Batley's recard
wan only betiernd by that of its
greai rival Dewsbery amd Gavie,
1t cooiested 10 finals bofore 1814,
winning five of ihem

Historically, Batlsy have
always boun one of the most
ealourful and controversial
:Juh&ﬂl.: m.eufnm.nllu.un - for
example, pe NEppOciers
of the victorious Birstall side
with pruss sods in T

The doy BoTIey C
on the Aussies

“TOok

E.-ﬂrr have alsa been omo of
clubs in the
hll!urrﬂ'

Thae cup fnal has boon wtaged
al Moant Floasani 13 times, a
total only exceedad by Savile
Toran mndd Heelomorsdwrike.

In the 180 organised oompe-
titlon - in the shape of local
leagues and cups — was sl some
yaars away, What therefore

oxistod wies an informal network
of Inter-town friendly Mxtures
uatches,

cup, eompating and

During this era the elub’s

ub most fumous persanality was

Lomis Hall, & dour opening hats

I thn Pirat hiadt of the twenti-
eth century, Batley won their
fair ll:l.l.l“l‘ uf Hea vy Woallen
Cugs ~ triumphing n 1000, 16085,
811, 1618, 19, 1600 and 154

Under the caplainey of P
Shaw, Hatley stormed to the Con-
tral Yorkshire League Ind X1
First Division thile in 148 They
also won the champlonship ihe

follrwing year, 1047, with F Hirsi
-*lumm decaides,

el - war
Hulhrchhnd thekr Dnir share of
ware

SAME YEAR

In 1567 Batley won the Ceniral
Yorkabhire League First Diviskon
under the eaptainey of Sally
Adnz. In fse sama year they
scoogel the Whentley Cup 2od X1

g

I“&-—'ll alsn wn q;;:ﬂrw o
Hadley They won the Central
Yorkshire League Flrst Divi:

s It sl

mbon, the Jack | Serus
rial Trophy st X1 the York-
shire Counell play-offs, the
Heavy Woallen Cu and the
Crowther Cup ﬂr

mu-mm-ﬂ.lm
'c?ﬂ"m upan Railey Cricier

lied rosnd to save the club and
players as citiers

The old pavilion was redevel-

opeed fluanks b the hard work of Lane,

walunieers from the club
Tt mow
rooma, & (84 FOOM ATAA AR

seorebox. Adoriing the nutside
wealls are sdverts fbr & variety of

e Tare e ke st e
Mdﬁnhﬁdhl where hat-

Lo wakting o go ot 1o the mid-
iile can bite their naily in panes

and quict.
Over the years, the crickel

al' s
discos, rece nights and priee
[ %

Today, Batley CC stands na

i off this mesd clubs in
the areas and boasts m distin-
he  gudshed bistory aod heritage.

@ Dir Diavies arn] Kob Light have
written thres books about the

tage Project sponsared by

the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Cogtles are availabile from Dews

bury Books at Crackenedge

. The badks are

Call

Q184 470G for more informa:
‘Han



